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Another important year for the City of Kobe.

It gives me a great pleasure to send my New Year’s
Greetings to the readers of “‘Convention Kobe™ through
the courtesy of the Kobe International Association. As
Doyen of the Consular Corps of Kansai I am happy to
wish to all of you on behalf of my colleagues a very
happy and prosperous Year of the Ox.

After 1981, when the Portopia Exposition was so
successfully held, now in 1985 the Universiade will take
place in Kobe this coming August, attracting students
from all corners of the world. Thus for two weeks Kobe will become the
meeting place for thousands of young people, who will be able, over their
differences in race, religion or ideology, to associate, to exchange ideas and to
foster friendship and understanding. I am quite sure, after visiting the sites
where the competitions will be held, that the stage is perfectly set for a very
successful event.

The Kobe International Association has shown during the past twelve
months an activity and an ingenuity that respond to the great international
tradition of this city, which has become with the Kobe Convention Center,a
place fit to host large scale congresses. Communication is a word much in use
nowadays, but it covers a reality with which one cannot possibly dispense.
This is the very reason why every effort should be made in promoting such
activities as the ones sponsored in the new comprehensive cultural center of
Port Island. Among them stand prominently the events aiming at a better
knowledge of foreign countries. In the past Germany, Philippines, India and
France were introduced to the public. I hope other cultures and civilizations
will be next year also shown in their different aspects. I certainly put great
expectations in the coming activities of “Convention Kobe”, because it serves
best the cause of international cooperation.

Doyen of the Consul Corps of Kansai
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