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Let’s cherish and deepen international mutual
understanding and cooperation.

I welcome the opportunity the Kobe Inter-
national Association has given to the Doyen of the
Consular Corps of Kobe and Osaka to send some greet-
ings to the readers of “CONVENTION KOBE”. On
behalf of all my colleagues, I am happy to extend to
you Season’s Greetings and very best wishes for a
HAPPY NEW YEAR.

For one who lives in Kobe itself or in its vicinity the rapid develop-
ment of the new and attractive borough, the “Cultural City of Port Island”,
appears to be something like a miracle. The construction of this new addition
to the City’s character was no doubt a very wise decision and the proof of a
farsighted town-planning. Enjoying the view of Kobe from the “Venus
Bridge”, whether on a fine day or at night, is an unforgettable experience.
The City with its boulevards and streets so neatly rimmed with trees and
flowers is another pleasant aspect we foreigner gladly notice. Indeed, in many
respects, Kobe is a Garden City, and a place where people can be happy to
live. The internationally important, attractive and tidy harbour is another
assets to Kobe. Its location, close to downtown Kobe, contributes a lot

to giving the harbour easy access and forming a beautiful port town as a whole.

In 1985, the Year of the Youth, the sports festival “UNIVERSIADE”
will be held in Kobe. The games will bring students from all corners of
the world to this part of Japan. This will be a unique opportunity to foster
friendship and understanding amongst young people of different races,
religions and ideologies. I wish to thank all those who spare no pains to
develop international mutual understanding and cooperation. In the world
today it is more than ever important to cherish and deepen such relations.

bt

H. Schiérer

Swiss Consul General
and Doyen
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Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu!

May 1984 be an excellent year for
all, and a great source of fruitful ideas,
plans for a better life and a super pre-
paration for the great event of the Uni-
versiade which will be a huge get-together
of the youth of the world who will be
fortunate to come all the way to Japan and
discover all its beauties, culture and the
gentleness of its people! It is a wonderful opportunity for
people, to be together and realize that no matter how different
we look, no matter what different background we come from,
friendship is one and we are all just one big family on this
earth.

I admire the City of Kobe, the Kobe Convention Center
and the Kobe International Association for all their contribu-
tion to make Kobe, a city of continuous progress and a great
center of internationalism. Who does not like Kobe? Where
else could one find such a cosmopolitan atmosphere where
one could live so comfortably, surrounded by the sea and the
mountains, surrounded by other major commercial and his-
torical cities and also surrounded by all sorts of great facilities?
An ideal place for Japanese as well as foreigners who, by being
together, could help so much in achieving next year’s goal
and hopefully further the cause of eternal understanding and
love of international friendship.

My country is very far from here, but I would like to
shorten the distance by sharing with all my Japanese brothers
and sisters our old history and culture. Old, because when you
talk about the age of Lebanon, you talk in millenniums, you
talk of a paradise for the archeologist and the antiquity
enthusiast. Culture, because we Lebanese have an innate
interest in culture and often remember our popular proverb
which says: “If you have two pennies, buy a penny’s worth
of bread for your body and another penny’s worth of jasmine
for your soul.”

I would like to share too, with my husband all that we
can in any other field. Since he is deeply involved in sports
and is General Director of the All-Japan Amateur Association,
he is too, ready to offer any help toward the increase of
under-
standing and friendship.

My sincerest wishes of success, prosperity, happiness
and peace, now and for ever.

sl 2 ols

Marie Rose Ishiguro
Lecturer

Osaka University
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It gives me great pleasure to have
been chosen as one of the persons to
submit an article for your newsreport,
“Convention Kobe”. It gives me addition-
al pleasure to have the opportunity of
wishing all the readers a happy, healthy,
and prosperous 1984. Wouldn't it be
marvelous if this New Year could bring
peace and contentment to all the people
of the world.

Portopia 81 certainly proved to be a great success.
But its smooth operation only came about because there was

proper planning and there was the cooperation of all concerned.

With the repeat of that pattern, there is no doubt that
the new projects currently in planning will also be successful.
More road signs in English are needed. Kobe City has
already made out maps in Japanese and English. The hotels
or restaurants could provide or sell these to the foreigners.
Individual neighborhood maps showing the hotels and their
immediate vicinities and transportation information could
be provided on sheets of paper easily duplicated. Speaking of
transportation, taxis are a big problem. For the foreigner
who speaks no Japanese and a driver who speaks no English,
something is needed. The problem could easily be overcome
if a standard form could be printed in both Japanese and
English with major locations identified by numbers. The
customer could simply point out the number closest to his
destination and the problem could be on the way to being
solved.
When [ first arrived in Kobe over thirty-eight years ago,
[ was told that Kobe actually means “The Gate of Heaven™.
Kobe beef was already declared the best in the world and
Nunobiki water was considered the best throughout Japan.
Perhaps all three of those factors are reasons why Kobe has
been so successful. But I wouldn’t stop there. Over the years
Kobe has continued to add to the list good reasons why
people should include a stay in Kobe on any visit to Japan.
If I were to list the most important reason for Kobe’s at-
tractiveness, I think it would be because we who live here care
. for each other and for our community and for her visitors.

{A

CHAIRMAN

Zz/?.,///;l /’./’

CAMPANETLA

Je commencerai par souhaiter une
bonne et heureuse année 1984 a tous les
lecteurs de “*Convention Kobe”.

1983 a été 'année de la communica-
tion. Dans ce domaine les rapports inter-
nationaux revétent une importance ex-
tréme. C’est pourquoi tous les moyens de
communiquer doivent €tre encourageés et
développés. Parmi eux, figure en bonne

1 place 'organisation de congres, d’assemb-
lées, de symposiums. Aussi ne pUIS-jE.‘ qu enmumger I’équipe
de “Convention Kobe’ a poursuivre sa tache si utile.

La ville de Kobe joue un actif rdle international depuis
de trés nombreuses années déja. Mais il me semble que depuis
1978, année ou j'ai pris mes fonctions ici, et particuliérement
a l'occasion de I'exposition Portopia, Kobé a renforcé ses
activités sur le plan des contacts internationaux d’une fagon
a la fois dynamique et efficace. L’ensemble qui a été construit
a Port-Island offre de remarquables facilités pour la tenue de
grandes réunions dans un cadre agréable et prestigieux.

Kobé est une ville 4 la fois ancienne et jeune, ancienne
parce qu'on y retrouve de nombreuses traces d'un riche
passé qui remonte a plus de mille ans, jeune parce qu’elle
s'est prodigieusement développée depuis le jour ou elle a
commencé a établir des rapports avec tous les pays du monde.
Du role qu'a joué Kobé dans I'essor du Japon moderne, je ne
veux retenir qu'un exemple: la France y a établi sa représen-
tation consulaire dés 1868, c’est-d-dire il y a 115 ans, dans
le quartier a I'Ouest de Tor-Road a la hauteur du temple de
Sannomiya. Depuis cette époque lointaine déja, mes concito-
yens ont été nombreaux i venir habiter la ville. On comprend
au reste quand on y a, comme moi, vécu, qu’ils aient été
seduits par le site, par le climat et par la facilité de communi-
quer avec I’extérieur. Car ce sont bien la, avec tant d’autres,
les attraits de Kobé, qui expliquent qu'une importante popula-
tion étrangére y vit aujourd’hui, lui donnant son visage de
ville internationale. Kobé a, du reste, affirmé cette vocation
en concluant de nombreux jumelages avec des villes étrangéres.
Parmi elles figure Marseille, le grand port du Midi de la France,
qui fait de celle-ci un pays tourné vers I’Orient d’ou elle recut
dés les ages les plus anciens des apports culturels importants.

Qu’attendre de Kob&? D’abord qu’elle continue dans la
voie qu’elle s’est tracée, celle d’encourager les relations avec
I'extérieur, d’attirer en nombre toujours croissant les touristes
venus d’outremer, d’offrir des possibilités de logement et de
recherches aux @tudiants qui, attirés par le spectaculaire
dynamisme de I’économie japonaise, viennent s'initier ici
aux techniques les plus modernes. Puis-je former le voeu que
la ville se penche aussi sur I'enseignement de la langue jaApo-
naise a ces jeunes étrangers, qui ont besoin de la connditre
pour rendre aussi profitable que faire se peut un séjour dans
ce pays, qui est nécessairement limité par la force des choses?
Que Kobé devienne un centre d’initiation des jeunes du monde
a la langue et 2 la civilisation japonaises, voila le voeu que je
forme a la veille de la nouvelle année. Qu’en 1984 aussi la ville
continue avec son habituel dynamisme ses grands préparatifs
pour cet événement international que seront les Universiades
de 1985, c’est par ce souhait que je terminerai ce message.

Soe o
5 \ (e -

André Drupet
Consul Général de France
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